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No Place to Call Home: Voices from the Streets and a Faithful Response
by Cynde Bimbi and the Rev. Patrick Burke

Goals: The goal of this article was to humanize the experience of homelessness in Wilmington
by centering the voices, stories, and dignity of individuals living on the streets, moving beyond
statistics to foster empathy and deeper understanding. Through personal encounters during a
Code Purple evening, the first section seeks to build relational awareness and challenge
assumptions about homelessness by highlighting the complexity, resilience, and humanity of
those affected. The second section offers a theological and pastoral response, grounding the
crisis in scripture and Christian tradition, and calling the Church to discern both immediate acts
of compassion and long-term, systemic responses. Together, the article aims to connect lived
experience with faith, inviting readers to prayerful reflection, concrete action, and collective
responsibility as followers of Jesus Christ responding to a local crisis unfolding in their own
community.

Audience: This article was written for members of the Episcopal Church in Delaware, as well as
a wider audience of faith-based readers concerned with homelessness, housing insecurity, and
compassionate Christian response. It speaks particularly to individuals and congregations
seeking to understand the lived experiences of unhoused neighbors in their own communities
and to discern how faith, scripture, and discipleship call the Church to respond through both
direct service and systemic action.

Summary: The article combines firsthand encounters with individuals experiencing
homelessness in Wilmington with a theological reflection on the Church’s call to respond
faithfully. Through personal stories shared during a Code Purple evening, the first section
humanizes the realities of life on the streets, highlighting the complexity, resilience, and dignity
of those who are unhoused. The second section situates these experiences within a Christian
framework, drawing on scripture and the growing demands on local ministries to explore what
a faithful response looks like. Together, the article invites readers to move beyond awareness
toward prayer, compassion, advocacy, and collective action in addressing both immediate
needs and the systemic causes of homelessness in their own community.

Metrics: Positive feedback was received through comments and conversations. Delaware
Communion Magazine analytics showed strong readership for this issue. The article was posted
on the diocesan website and in an edition of the weekly eNewsletter, with a distribution of over
3,200.
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